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Steve’s Snappin’ Dogs concluded its first -ever hot dog eating 

contest Sunday, July 27, 2008.  The final eat -off featured 

the top eight eaters of the previous four preliminary qualify-

ing events thus receiving the title of “Elite Ate.”  Given eight 

minutes to eat as many hot dogs as possible, the group of 

gluttons gorged for glory on a dog day of summer.  

 

Featuring experienced and possibly internationally -ranked 

competitive eaters, some with wacky nicknames like A-Bomb 

and Busta-Nut, the event was a huge draw for a hot sum-

mer day in cordoned-off corner on Colfax Avenue.  In an 

ironic twist, it was newcomer to competitive eating - Phil  

Soderborg of Englewood who took top honors eating thir-

teen hot dogs in eight minutes narrowly beating award -

winning competitive eater Mike McAvoy of Westminster by a 

bites worth.  David Ruskjer of Littleton came in third with 10 

hot dogs downed.  Coincidently, these three all competed in 

the July 13th qualifier finishing in the same fashion.  Ruskjer 

was chosen as an alternate when Matt Kish of Denver called 

in sick earlier that day earning the nickname of Lucky Rusky.   

 

“I wasn’t worried about those guys” said McAvoy as he com-

mented on the other ranked eaters in the contest.  “Phil’s a 

natural eater.” He added.  McAvoy would know having faced 

him just two weeks prior in the final qualifier.  Soderborg 

went on to set the three -minute qualifier record of eight hot 

dogs during that contest to advance to the finals.  

 

Soderborg will go down in hot dog history as the first -ever 

champion of the inaugural contest and holds two contest 

records.  More on next page  

Gallant Group of Gluttons Gorge for Glory 

Phil Soderborg Crowned Top-Dog In Inaugural Eat-Off 

Top dog Philip Soderborg holds two 

contest records in the inaugural event. 

The Elite Ate pose with Steve and Linda 

Ballas after the final chow down. 


